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From Friday, August 3rd, 2007 KSTP-TV (ABC) Live coverage of the I-35W Bridge collapse over the 
Mississippi river in Minneapolis, MN 


e The Collapse occurred at 6:05 P.M, injuring 145 people and killing 13. 


e Coverage runs from 9:59 P.M -10:43 P.M 
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[Music] this is 5 eyewitness news at 10. [Music] tonight standing united we could see that the entire bridge 
was gone and then it just it set in there that this was a big deal it was just it was just kind of breathtaking the 
the enormity of it from those first on the scene we stand by ready to respond to the river's edge to those still 
searching for victims and now a political bombshell we will do whatever it takes to move this along on an 
emergency a basis van thanks for joining us tonight at 10 o'clock i'm john mason i'm cindy bricata we begin 
with updates on what's happened since we went off the air at seven o'clock tonight in the last few hours 
search crews have called off their efforts until morning we're told that several people are still unaccounted for 
the death toll stands at 5 96 at least 96 people hurt five of them critically hurt our team is working important 
angles of the story for you tonight steve shaw without the community is coming together mark albert tonight 
with those first to the scene beth jeff on the politics of the collapse and why we may see an increase in the 
gas tax but we start with chris keating live with new details on recovery efforts proving very difficult again in 
murky waters chris they are cindy and within just the last hour dive team members called it quits for the night 
they did not pull any bodies off the mississippi river but this was not a totally unproductive day in fact they 
reached six vehicles and cleared them of any human remains for the first time divers focused today 
upstream from above in chopper 5 you can see divers tethered to a nearby barge examining cars around the 
bridge which were picked up on sonar six were cleared meaning there were no human remains inside they 
go around the entire vehicle first and check it for evidence and again for doors open 
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for evidence and again for doors open and then they commit themselves inside afterwards and then they 
have to physically get in and sweep the inside with their hands trying to identify maybe vehicles hennepin 
county sheriff rich stanek says they spotted two more cars one pinned under the bridge another crushed 
they'll be the focus on saturday we were not able to get in there and take a look at that vehicle in terms of 
what i call clearing it until we bring in additional heavy equipment heavy equipment means they drop in a 
crane to move the cars or use air bags to float them to the surface the water level is now at 14 feet and they 
will leave it there the level had been lowered with the help of the saint anthony lock and dam system 
meanwhile the sheriff gave us a reminder of just how dangerous it is for divers to be in and around this 
structure which is incredibly unstable you can hear bridge structure wavering moving creaking it's not a 
pleasant sound we are expecting rain tomorrow and i'm told dive team members will go in the water as long 
as it's only raining if there is lightning they will pull out reporting live chris keating 5 eyewitness news and we 
have a compelling story for you new tonight we sat down with a woman on that school bus that we've seen 


so often she says it's a miracle she survived she's the program manager for the community group that was 
on the bus she's still in the hospital tonight but throughout all her pain her first thought was when the children 
were in her care we're the kids where's everybody is everybody else safe are we all down on that street to 
get away from the bridge in case it collapsed any further julie graves was planning on getting married this 
month doctors will now decide if she'll be able to walk down the aisle several families meanwhile continue to 
wait for news on their missing loved ones 45-year-old greg jolstad was doing repair work at the time the 
bridge collapsed his wife says the waiting and the wandering has been extremely difficult it's just about killing 
me because i just want to know you know i just want 
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just want to know you know i just want to know i just want him found you know he is the best husband in the 
world you couldn't have asked for a better husband and also missing tonight 23 year old sadia sahal and her 
two-year-old daughter hannah sahal is also pregnant late tonight the senate approved a bill to send 250 
million dollars to help rebuild the bridge that's similar to a measure the house passed earlier today waiving 
the 100 million federal limit per state on emergency funds now the house must approve the changes made in 
the senate and at the state capitol a political about face on transportation funding after vetoing a gas tax like 
a high profile veto just three months ago governor polenti now says he will support an increase beth jet live 
near the scene of the collapse with those developments tonight beth yeah the governor said it yesterday in a 
news conference early in the day and then he reiterated it tonight on public television's almanac he says that 
he's willing to compromise to get the bridge fixed but there is a catch horrific incident that takes your breath 
away and sinks your heart and we will do whatever it takes to move this along on an emergency basis with 
his usual political rivals standing behind him the governor was adamant on his commitment to work together 
to help minnesota heal even if it means a gas tax increase reiterating it again tonight on public television's 
almanac everything is on the table we're going to reevaluate everything and i would be willing to consider the 
and put on the table the gas tax increase but i would also hope and expect that they would consider some of 
our ideas as part of a compromise comprehensive package and that's the catch to get past the disaster after 
vetoing the idea of a gas tax increase earlier this year and in 2005 the governor says he'll meet his political 
opponents halfway to move along recovery and it seems they are receptive i think you will see some gas tax 
pass dfl representative mary liz holberg would prefer the state used surplus dollars instead of raising the gas 
tax which has been at 20 cents 
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the gas tax which has been at 20 cents per gallon since 1988 but at the governor's lead she's looking for a 
solution gas tax included for the governor to say that he would consider that that's huge and i think we just 
need to caution everybody to be realistic and let's get something done chances are the issue will come up in 
a special legislative session that is expected to occur after labor day live in minneapolis beth chet 5 
eyewitness news engineers today began emergency inspections of minnesota bridges with a design similar 
to the 35w bridge in all now four bridges will be carefully checked including the first street south bridge in 
sauk rapids engineers in saint cloud have found areas of rust and crumbling concrete on that bridge like 35w 
the bridge also spanning the mississippi river in osceola inspectors found cracked concrete there are no 
budgetary constraints none at all either were there budgetary constraints on addressing safety issues with 
bridges or anywhere else on the system mndot says we will know the results of those inspections early next 
week john and the investigation into what happened now has a specific focus the south end of the bridge 
though the ntsb makes it clear that might not be where the failure happened now we want to show you an 
animation created by abc news the south end of the bridge which you see in the front of the picture the 
foreground fell differently than the rest of the bridge shifting 50 feet to the east that could be important let's 
take another look now a closer look from above this is a satellite picture of the 35w bridge before the 
collapse but take a look after the collapse some of the debris the arrow right here see how the debris shifted 
this way to the east about 50 feet the only part of the bridge that did shift the rest of it fell straight down 


looking closer investigators tell us this is the area they will focus on they will focus on the south end of the 
bridge right here in the circled area but they caution it's too early to say if this is where the collapse actually 
started a failure of the northern end 
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started a failure of the northern end could potentially transfer loads to the southern end where in fact the 
collapse could begin so once again i do not want you to jump to any conclusions that it's all at the southern 
end the ntsb says it will start using a computer program on monday to simulate how the bridge fell another 
mystery here we've been trying to get a handle on the number of people and cars on 35 w when it fell now 
yesterday we were told as many as 30 people were missing today officials will say only several are not 
accounted for why the change investigative reporter christy peele went to the sheriff for some answers there 
have been four confirmed fatalities the numbers keep changing we have confirmed six dead we have seven 
fatalities the missing at least 20 people maybe 30 people are missing right now the dead i don't have an 
exact number the number of cars in the water we could see 50 vehicles that was the number of cars the fire 
chief says he could see the first night now the police chief says that number was actually an estimate based 
on five lanes of traffic and speeds going you know between 30 miles an hour to stop and so we had to 
estimate that and it caused confusion now we know there weren't five lanes of traffic construction restricted 
travel to four lanes crews are now focusing on the number of cars still submerged right now what we're 
hearing from water recovery is that they may not be as many as 20 but they can confirm you know maybe 15 
but and they're not done yet and what crews find underwater will impact the families waiting for word on their 
missing loved ones initially there was a report that as many as 30 people were unaccounted for 24 hours 
later that number was down to eight i think people are confused how 20 to 30 missing went to eight can you 
talk about the process and how difficult it is i'll talk about the process you know again when this tragedy 
happens and 
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when this tragedy happens and you know people were taken to a number of area hospitals for treatment 
some people were able to just swim away walk away get rides with other people but the chief won't even say 
eight anymore because the numbers you know if it's if we're high if we're low you know then we have to 
explain those differences i'm not saying eight i'm saying several to get a better idea of just how many people 
are missing i called the american red cross they wouldn't give me the number of the missing list they're 
compiling at the family center instead they told me that they've helped 1200 people who have come to that 
center looking for help in the newsroom christy peel 5 eyewitness news president bush will tour the site 
tomorrow the white house tells us the president plans to land in the twin cities sometime in the morning 
arriving at the site by air to avoid further traffic problems and we will have crews touring with president bush 
we plan to bring you his visit live here in 5 eyewitness news today we toured the collapse site with the first 
lady laura bush took time to meet with first responders and volunteers with the american red cross first lady 
had actually scheduled this trip a few weeks ago she was a speaker for the summer meetings at the 
republican national committee there are questions tonight about the impact this disaster will have on next 
year's republican national convention and some fans at the twins game chose to arrive extra early not just to 
avoid backups next at 10 the trek to see the bridge collapse firsthand we could see the cloud of dust we 
knew it was bad plus those first on the scene pausing tonight to share their personal stories with us [Music] 
in the seconds after the bridge collapsed police officers firefighters and paramedics raced to help all with the 
same purpose now seared with the same traumatic experience some sharing their personal stories tonight 
with our mark albert as the debris fell and the smoke rose 
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as the debris fell and the smoke rose and hundreds ran or crawled to safety these 15 did the opposite i knew 
i had to go help people heading to the call of their careers i had no idea what i was getting into the disaster 
did not discriminate when it chose the victims or the rescuers from the rookie cop on her sixth day on the job 


i just Knew that i had to help the injured or the victims that's all i was thinking about was helping the people 
that were on the bridge to the grizzled veteran with 40 years behind the badge it was just dead still and quiet 
with the exception of just the the car radios going couple of them had their four-way flashers on like people it 
maybe even stopped or realized something was coming and had taken the time to turn their flashers on 
these are the stories of the rescuers the u of m officer who saw the lead cop rear ended by an ambulance 
the officer sent crashing through his windshield we saw him get up and then just take off running he left his 
bike there the ambulance people wanted to stop and check him out but he just wanted to go help people and 
the field training officer who was there near the beginning when for some it was the end you want to help 
them you want to get them safe out of the car or to safety you just can't do it and you just feel helpless not 
helpless certainly not to those families who got their loved one's dying message delivered by those officers 
those rescuers those just heeding the call in minneapolis mark albert 5 eyewitness news new video from 
mndot giving us a different perspective tonight showing the final seconds leading up to the collapse this is 35 
w from washington avenue as traffic stops the operator turns the camera to see why never expecting this a 
cloud of dust and debris where the bridge had been now we checked to see if the actual collapse was caught 
on traffic management camera cameras but mndot tells us they were all 
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cameras but mndot tells us they were all pointed the other way john another amazing story of survival tonight 
on the edge of the crumbling bridge marcelo cruz prepared to die but he survived his second brush with 
death tonight he tells colleen mahoney what happened long before marcelo cruz polished jewels he brushed 
up on something far more valuable faith a lot of way that helped me a lot his faith kicked in when the 35w 
bridge started shaking then crumbled the moment i thought i was going to die you know because i i saw all 
the cars going down those cars that were in front of me because my car was the last one he slammed into 
the wall instead more you just tried to do something to save your life but cruz needed help because he is 
paralyzed from the waist down two men stepped in a new line a shooting in north carolina put him in the 
wheelchair seven years ago he took two bullets in the arm another in the spine the first i was complaining i 
was complaining i said god you should let me die you know i don't want to stay like this time and faith healed 
him and cruz says this second brush with death part of god's plan so i have a mission here cruz races in 
marathons and hopes his story will encourage others to embrace life reporting in the newsroom colleen 
mahini 5 eyewitness news republican leaders are in the twin cities this week and weekend planning for next 
summer's convention the question now for organizers is how the collapse of the busiest bridge in the twin 
cities will affect the largest political event in metro history a spokesman says that the republican leaders 
though have not changed their intentions folks that made the commitment to the city to the twin cities their 
commitment is firm and they're going to stay here if nothing else this makes that commitment even more 
iron-clad they're committed to the 
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iron-clad they're committed to the to the to the convention into the people here in this region an estimated 
100 000 people are expected to attend the convention and there's more in the works to ease traffic 
congestion city and business leaders are teaming up Some companies even offering incentives for 
employees who use public transportation the mayor says getting through what may be a few years of bridge 
construction will take a team effort mayor rt it's not enough to watch television and feel horrendously bad and 
then get into your single family car and do it exactly the way that you have done it before act out your 
compassion in many ways but one of them is to respond by being part of what you're hearing today more 
than 19 000 downtown employees use the metropass program for public transit and today the city 
challenged companies to double that number you mentioned a team effort here tonight a community gathers 
as the minnesota twins returned to the field for the first time since the disaster you heard nothing there and 
that's right because the game opened up with a moment of silence to honor the victims of the 35 w bridge 
collapse more than 30 000 people were in attendance steve shaw live at the metro dome and apparently 
steve sounds like some fans arrived early mainly so they could see for themselves what's left of the bridge 
cindy that's right a lot of people did come early but for the most part people arrived late it was a late arriving 


crowd because they had to figure out a better way to get here now that the most heavily traveled bridge in 
the state is a mangled mess the hill behind the guthrie theater downtown was popular friday for twins fans 
who stopped by on their way to the game it's not real i'm seeing it makes it more real i think ken lock and his 
family strain to get just a glimpse of the bridge that fell it's tough because i know a lot of people have people 
that have died here and a lot of people hurt so it's just i don't know we'd kind of see it and make it more real 
make more sense of it eric and jenny scalia drove 90 miles 
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eric and jenny scalia drove 90 miles from olivia minnesota to try to get a look you hear about in the news 
you're so far away and i just wanted to come and and see what was going on and you know see all the 
people that are caring about what happened here and the history that this is this is history what do you think 
about all this i'm not sure it's unbelievable ken and jenny nelson say their son drove over the 35w bridge not 
even 15 minutes before it dropped we appreciate channel 5's coverage of this tragedy ken used to be a 
chaplain at regions hospital these trauma situations we've trained for and to have it happen in your backyard 
is something that you don't expect but first responders were ready for them we're grateful the consensus out 
here today was that since people are dead since people are severely injured since people are missing these 
folks are okay with having to wait a little longer to get to the game it doesn't seem like that big of a deal to 
them live downtown steve shaw five eyewitness news all right steve thanks metro transit offering free parking 
next week at 12 of its park and ride locations to help commuters get into and out of downtown minneapolis 
extra buses will shuttle people in we've posted the locations and bus routes for you on our website if metro 
transit isn't an option we found both yahoo and mapquest have already updated their internet mapping 
systems to help you maneuver around the bridge look like a lovely night out there tonight especially that 
scene over there on the hill behind the guthrie pleasant evening very pleasant tonight changes for tomorrow 
in fact there's a possibility of rain there could be storms the weather service actually sending out someone to 
be kind of weather patrol for the 35w bridge collapse so that'll be something interesting to see as well 
because the worse the weather the more it would hinder those rescue and research and recovery efforts as 
for what we've been dealing with notice on sky max 5 rain is pushing into southwestern minnesota yes we 
need the rain yes it has been 
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has been a drought that a lot of people are ready to say goodbye to i'm not promising drought busting rains 
but i do suspect that we will see some heavy heavy rainfall amounts looks like the best possibility will be into 
southwestern sections of minnesota but you'll also notice another batch of rainfall into eastern north dakota 
and more yet to come show you the rain cast and this is what you can expect we start right around now and 
notice how this is matching up pretty well through southwestern parts of minnesota as we continue through 
the overnight all of this swath of rainfall pushes eastward could be in the metro around i'll say mid-morning or 
so and then we get another batch possible late at night tomorrow so additional rainfall possible again though 
i did mention the threat of severe storms it's possible that we could see perhaps damaging wind and hail 
frequent lightning from the twin cities points south and west so certainly something to contend with as we'll 
watch high pressure move out and low pressure move in showing your weather bug real quick temperatures 
are in the 70s across the board 77 saint paul 71 in andover and after a high of 88 degrees we've gota 
temperature of 78 currently here in the metro overnight tonight dropping down to 66 increasing clouds rain 
developing to the west and then tomorrow that chance of scattered showers and storms as mentioned some 
could turn severe and that's certainly something that could play an impact in everything that's going on 
downtown by the bridge then on sunday a drier warmer more humid day monday and tuesday some more 
scattered storms okay we'll take a short break and be right back stay with five eyewitness news this weekend 
for the latest updates starting at 6 a.m and live coverage of president bush's visit to the 35w bridge too now 
right now nightline is up next with extensive coverage on the search for victims and the rest of the aspects of 
this day we want to leave you now with some of the sights and sounds from the day we had today have a 
good night have a good weekend chopper 5 continues to give one of the 
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chopper 5 continues to give one of the best views of what's actually going on at first you know i thought it 
was like an aircraft you're always one of those people who says you know my thoughts and prayers are with 
you and and to actually be on the receiving end of that you can't imagine we will never compromise safety on 
the bridge we just had collapse my daughter drives that twice a day she was running a little late was stuck on 
the bridge in traffic and that was about 10 minutes before it fell it is a striking image almost nothing has 
moved or changed on that bridge itself since the disaster of wednesday because of the of the level of the 
tragedy they can't handle it anymore they can't even walk they will collapse these people work day and night 
to make sure we have a safe system thank you ma'am for being here and expressing your concern for us it 
means everything we stand by ready to respond to the river's edge just try to do something to save your life 
appreciate it god bless you all tonight on nightline agony and no answers two days after the tragedy on the 
mississippi one man's desperate search for his pregnant daughter and her young child we're live from 
minnesota with the latest revenge of the nerd an unlikely hero bursts onto the screen but can jonah hill of 
knocked up turn superbad into a summer smash and what's on your ipod legendary guitarist the edge of u2 
the man behind so many of our era's anthems so what does a legend listen to it's the nightline playlist from 
the global resources of abc news with terry moran in washington martin beshear and cynthia mcfadden in 
new york city this is nightline august 3rd 2007. 
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this is nightline august 3rd 2007. good evening today in minnesota was a day of contrasting emotions for 
some sheer relief for others deep anxiety officials reduced the number of those who are unaccounted for 
from 30 to eight as many families finally reconnected with loved ones who were missing but sadly there was 
also the identification of a fifth casualty and the continuing search for bodies beneath the dark waters of the 
river nightline's john donvan joins us live from the edge of the bridge that collapsed john and martin as we 
gaze at this broken bridge or actually just a small segment of it it goes on as you know from the aerials for 
blocks and blocks it has been two days and five hours and the number of bodies recovered from the river 
today is exactly zero that's a lot of numbers that's how we tend to measure loss and disaster and casualty it's 
how we make sense or at least how we try to make sense we've identified approximately i don't have the 
exact number approximately 60 vehicles of different types that are in the wreckage today however the 
challenge was getting the numbers straight we believe that the number of missing and unaccounted for are 
down to eight that number could fluctuate but that's number we're going with and keeping them straight at 
this point again this morning we were non-committal about exact numbers uh but this morning we talked 
about eight until it finally seemed i'm not going to commit to a number other than to tell you folks have been 
working very hard this official at least he's the sheriff here just wanted to say enough with the numbers now 
we're getting into a number of specific numbers we don't know because the thing is it may be just rubble in a 
river easy to describe but it is enormously difficult to probe and to remove and does not yield to any single 
high-tech solution it is not giving up the numbers of how many people lie beneath 
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of how many people lie beneath and anything you hear on that it's just a guess and for anyone wanting 
something more solid than that well rick stanek he's that sheriff he says he knows it's frustrating you guys 
have many more questions than i have answers to as a professional and the sheriff of this county it's my job 
to help provide you some answers and guidance some of them i just don't Know in hours and days we'll 
provide some of those answers and sometimes it's just patience i'm asking you know victims families please 
be patient with us and i'm communicating with them directly because the fact is his team working the river 
the divers down there they're taking a lot of risks he says and yes they are working slowly on purpose to 
avoid getting hurt which means it may take weeks to figure out who is actually trapped in there and also who 
is not because today one woman listed as missing the police suddenly found her alive and well and at her 
job the woman we recovered the vehicle the life split number matched it up she was not reported missing we 
tracked her down to where she works she got rescued wednesday night she got a ride back to where she 


was going went to work all day thursday and friday morning to our detective gave her a call and said hey are 
you so-and-so and you're alive and you're live that's a great success story but you know she never thought 
that hey people are looking for me but here's the face of how it's going for other families or rather not going 
sadia sahal sahalas we reported last night an expectant mother missing from this minneapolis neighborhood 
home to some of the roughly 50 000 african immigrants from the nation of somalia here refugees from a civil 
war nightmare over there here for a better shot a shot at least at survival and today everyone knew that 
sadia was missing and so was her little girl hannah who was just shy of two years old and was with her mom 
in the family car on wednesday and all muhammad salhall knew for certain he sadia's father is that she 
hadn't been heard from since she called from the car 35 minutes before the bridge went down omar jamal a 
community leader translated for us today he said i had an expectation given 
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he said i had an expectation given the advanced technology of this country uh the needs of the situation 
would have been more available now i think everybody's surprised by that but they would know more about 
that right but he said the people i go to ontario sometimes i know that they have nothing to tell me sahal told 
me that they've been visiting hospitals all over the city and the hope that sadia would be found alive or his 
granddaughter he told me that his faith was telling him to hope but his reason was telling him they must be 
dead he just wanted to know either way he said i he said the situation i'm into right now is worse than 
anything else i'd rather find my daughter and bury her that would bring this situation into closure he said now 
uh everybody he said i don't sleep i don't do anything i'm just walking around uh she said this is the worst 
situation ever without knowing what happened to my daughter every second i'm thinking about is she alive is 
she dead or is she inside the water and he said any news will help me to get out of this pain even if it means 
that she's even if it means she's there today a rumor flew up that reached the somali community that a child's 
body had been recovered everyone was thinking of that little girl but no stanek told me no body was found 
today and indeed he thinks it's time for everybody his office and others to think twice before going to specific 
numbers three and a half hours after this happened you know two elected officials came out and said uh we 
have seven people dead the next morning they came back and the hospital itself the medical examiner said 
no we have four confirmed dead you know why the discrepancy that is a huge thing i don't have to apologize 
for family why i declared you dead i'd rather say you know what i'm doing my absolute best to try and find 
you this is andy baker a medical examiner who spent a lot of time today with families like the sahals they 
thanked us for the sacrifices that our families are making 
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making we have families to go home to tonight these people don't necessarily have that luxury i don't know 
how you put a word on that kind of emotion that they would be thanking us but for muhammad sahil the only 
number that really counted today was two one daughter plus one granddaughter whose fate all day long the 
river refused to explain and martin one thing we have a scarcity of picture of is the actual effort going on in 
the river because the media is being asked to keep a distance but we know through reporting that actually as 
you said people seem to be doing their absolute best here working all day long and this for the sahara family 
they have been in contact with the police and the authorities and hospitals they've been giving information 
hospital only tonight called back and asked for more information but as you can see with rumors flying with 
with the woman suddenly discovered alive this isn't exactly a science it's more human a project than that it 
means it's imperfect but you still have the sense that everyone here is trying their absolute best martin john 
don van in minnesota thank you 


END 


